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ai-siokents to the construction pjder 


MOIvIDAY, OCTOBER I7, 1949 


United States Senate, 

House of Representatives, 

Joint fcommlttee on Atomic Energy, 

Washington, D. C. 


The Joint Committee met at 10:30 a.m., pursuant to 
call, In Room 46-0, The Capitol, Senator Brlen McMahon 
(chairman of the Joint comaittee) presiding. 

Present; Senators McMahon (chairman) Connally, 
Hlckenlooper, Mllllkln and Knowland; and Representatives 
Durham, Hollfleld, Jackson, Price 

Committee Staff members present: William L. Borden, 
Executive Director,- Harold Bergman, Deputy Director, and 
Messrs Brobeck and Hamilton. 

Representing the Commission present: Commissioners 
Llllenthal, Strauss, Smyth and Pike, and Messrs. Shugg, 
Hollis, Colby and Henderson. 

Representing the Central Intelligence Agency: 


Rear Admira' 
Lt. Col.4C 



lllenkoetter, CIA 
on, CIA 


/la 




SE£BET 


' 





Dr. Willard Machle, CIA. 

Lt. Col. Wm. E. Boyd, Air Force 

Commdr Klein, Navy 

Dr. Louis Woodr'off, USA 

Joseph Chase, Department of State. 


£^2£EEDINas 

The Chairiaan. While we are waiting for a couple^of 
more of the members of the committee to come In, I will 
Just take a minute to reai thjee Items of Information 

which I know you vlll be Inlerestea In, which have developed 

during the past week. 


In the matter of heavy water, the Commission has 
authorized the sale to Canada of an extra 3932.4 pounds 
of heavy water to permit Chalk River to resume operations 
with zero energy experimental pH*. The sale is necessary 
©cause of the loss of water In an accident In the manu¬ 
facturing pile at Chalk River In October of I 947 , i 


®lght add that this Is top secret. 

Emergency clearances: The AEG has given emergency 

clearances to 11 ? persons for access to restricted data 
In June of I 949 . 

Green Salt: A eub-speclficatlon production of green 
salt uranium tctroflourlde In partial chemical compoaitlcn 
at Cleveland between AprlUW^^ul, 12, 1949, hae been 
uncovered by the Oomml^^onTOJLlt of a new eampUng 

13 ohGRtT 
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system. Harshall officials admit the Incident. No ' 
financial material loss to the Commission has resulted 
although the unit cost of the ursniim hex^flourlde, 

^or K :-25 may have been slightly Increased as a result. 

Senator Knovland. What was that? I missed the 
start of that. What happened there? 

The Chairman. Sub-specification production of green 
salt, that is uranium tetro/lourlde took place in the 
HarshaM Chemical Company plant at Cleveland, between 
April 19 and July 12, It has been discovered as a result 
■■ of the sampling system there. The officials of the company 
admit that this Is true. No financial or material loss 
to the Commission directly resulted, although the unit 
cost of the uranium hexi&flourlde or K-25 may have been 
slightly Increased as a result. The FBI has conducted a 
study of the case and the Department of Justice is pursu¬ 
ing the civil aspects. Corrective administrative action 
has been taken. 

REPORT OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AOSNCY 

Oentlemen, ve have vlth us today the Director of 
OIA, Adffllral Hlllenkoetter, and Dr. Colby, vho takes care 
of IntelUgenos for the Commission aliH their associates. 

They ars here at the request or as a result of the request 
by two members of the conmjli/l^tlcularly. In which I 
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Joined, that these gdntlemen'^J up 
intelll.ence situation as It pertains to Russian manu¬ 
facture ^of atonic weapons. 1 have read to the Admiral 
-the latest statement and estimate that has been made by 
6 ia on the situation, namely they expect at the end of 
this year to have production. 

Hepresentatlve .aohson. Po we want to mahe a record, 
The Chairman. Yes, I think so. 

(The then following discussion, by direction of the 

Chairman, was not placed on the record.) 

f The Chairman. The 

me thought was expressed, gentlemen. 

that the committee mav finA it 

may rind it necessary to take something 

-ore than a finished estimate, and they wish to be en¬ 
lightened on the teohniquee and the Information vhioh went 

Into mahlng this estimate. 

Now, Admiral Hlllenkoetter, m view of that do you 

Wish to lead off? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter, Mr rhoieom « ^ 

voi-. Hr. Cbalrman and gentlemen, 

as to that estimate 1 will try to explain how thie Jolni 
nuolear energy intelligence committee arrived at that ' 
estimate. Before the explosion of the bomb, around the 
Tlhst Of September, we had a great deal of fragmentary in¬ 
formation that was very much like information that could ' 


be compared to a mathemat" 




Ion where you had lots 




to, and It could fit anywhere in space. The moment you got 


a constant in, end the constant was the definite date when 


"this happened, it tied down other fragmentary information 
that we had which you could work backwards and forwards 


from. One of the things that was explained and developed 
as a result of this was that our estimates were not too 


far off in the first place."' 

The first estimate that we had that the Russians would 
have the bomb or a possible one by mld-1950 was based on 
the fact that they did not start any work on atomic bombs 
until after the Hiroshima explosion. By going back over 
the information that we have es a result of this fixed 


date that was given. It looks very much now as If the 
Russians Instead of starting In 19^5 certainly started 
the theoretical side and made perhaps even part of the 
construction side in 19 ^ 3 * so our estimates of five, years 
from the time they knew about the bomb until It was pro¬ 
duced still checks fairly well. One was from 19^5 to 


mld-1950, and the other was late 1943 to mld-1949, and 
there Is'only an error of a few months In there. 


Senator Knowland, The report of the Royal Canadian 
Commission indicated that they had an interest back In' 


1943 because they were atia 


882Q04 -iib^ 


atfaliJ^rs^ples of It In 1943, 
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Admiral Hillenkoetter. There vas no check on that 
until V? could get the absolute date. From that It appears 
'now on the messages we have taken and on the Information 
we have taken, that they worked much more on the Canadian 
Inquiry report than we had given them credit for before. 

The Chairman. I did not get that. They worked what? 
Admiral Hillenkoetter.- ^ey used the Canadian re¬ 
ports and their espionage cases as it came out in the 
Canadian spy reports, they used that Information much ^ore 
than we gave them credit for, and that came as a check 
of working back over information we had starting with 
this date of around September 1 for an explosion. 

To determine the number of bombs estimated! 

i - SANmzED eopy _ . 1 \ 

SENSmVE'INFORMATION oanco estimate was made on a re-, 

check of the information that we had, on the amount of 
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material that was available to the Russians, on the fact 
that it was a plutonium bomb, and on the fact that they 

had two plies running now, the third one shortly to come 
into operation. 

The Chairman. Are we sure of that, that they have two? 
Admiral Hillenkoetter. Yes, sir, and that In this 

the thing that we had to take was uCb) 

SENSir.'Vr INFORMATICN Oaf-B ^ PI ^ 

that with the material the 4 Ihdj ^ working their plants 
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as efficiently as''V^lVwUk cure, V'; ■ - 

^.ANiTlZED CCPV '’z 
S’NSrnVE iN-O'^NWlON DtUJlD , 

/ Ve have 

got to give then the full creait vUh the material avail. 

able and the plants available, and th_ey can have 
by the end of this year. 

Senator Connally. i. that on the assumption that 
the; vlll get the raw materials or they have the raw 

materials available? 

Admiral Hlllenhoetter.' That Is on the assumption 

, that they have the raw materials now, and on the raw mater- 

lals V© know enough of th« » 

ougQ or the quantity of raw materials that 

they can haije ' ^^WlIliED CCipf 

««IWnwaRMA7|0r( 0f.,4rT '■“'' t- 

materlal Is exhausted, they ‘should be able to produce, 

about- " SANITfZfr- rnr^.- ► 

sriilb-w assumption, f, 

and we can't go on the assumption that they are less 
efficient than our own plants, and with the material they 
have and the piles they have, they could do that, sir. 

Representative Durham. Do wo know where they are Id- 

cated? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Yes, sir; we know i*ere 

three of the factories are, and we think that that la 

all that they have^ sir. 

The Chairman. These’jpjg^s air-cooled or water- 
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cooled, Admiral? 

Admiral Hillenkoetter. They 


wse graphite as 


are water-cooled, but 


a moderator, sir. 


2 004-119 


The Chairman. Atp i-Vo,, ^ 

Are trey under.ground or above- 

ground? 

Admiral Hillenkoetter Aivbwa 

oeuter. Above ground. 

The Chairman, ig there any evtnan 

any evloence that they are 

engaging in any high scale or hi<?h 

« or^nigh pressure research on 

thermal nuclear weapons? 

Admiral Hlllenlcoetter. Wa have nothing to Indloate 
. that, sir, but I think that the only normal thing to do 

Is say that they must be in that but w 

nat, but we have come across 

nothing to Indicate that at all so far, sir. 

The Chairman. Is there any Indication of any change 

tn your estimate of the nunher of people vho are engaged 

in the project? 

Admiral Hillenkoetter, No, sir. 

The Chairman, That atin * , 

mat still ia in excess of 150 ,000? 

Admiral Hillenkoetter. Yes in fhm i-v, 

les, in the three plants. 

The Chairman. HoW' about 

aoout their raw materials posi¬ 
tion, Admiral? How close a 

check have we got on that? 

Admiral Hillenkoetter, That 

That is one of the easier 

things to do, sir, in cptfinr. 

. r, getting a check on that because mbet 

OT their raw material Ijnc^ ^ing f™ 
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mines In Czechoslovakia and ve have had Information of 
people working there 

and that Is why I think this estimate of the 
-number of bombs possible is oretty good, because that Is 

-Y 

one of the easier things to check on. 

The Chairman. You think If there were any good de¬ 
posits that they would locate on the inside of Soviet 
Russia, that you would know a^bout It. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. I think that we certainly 
would get indications of it and there has been no sign 
of certainly any extensive deposits so far. 





The Chairman. Are they engaged In high pressure 
prospecting? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Very much, yes, sir. 

Senator Johnson. The teletype today carries an un¬ 
confirmed story that they are getting uranium out of 
North Korea. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. That story, has been out 
several times. Senator, but we never have been able to 

confirm it and it is easier to confirm In Koerea than it 
is In Russia proper. 

Senator Johhson. May I ask a question. When we 
attempted to make the atomlb bomb, we tried in four differ 
ent ways, and we fou ^ th at perhaps Is the best. 





SEGHET 


do you account for thp r 

^act that the R,, . 

adopted the way , ^^asians 

we found most effp 

raost efficient? Fov ^ ® 

Ad;. 1 , -- ^act? 

niiienKoetter r , 

I tnlnk t>^pt thot . , 

accounted for in ' ^ 

el., eertalnl, t^e 

“-Sian theoretical eclentista are ve 

BS a vhole The "■ can, 

• might have voried it e 

and thev n. v ‘heory 

ay ave gotten Information again from n 

- -—dlan epy trial. X thlnh tt 

Of those cases. either one 

Senator Johnson, it 
stumble on to the 

a little vUhout 

little assistance frnm 

place or other. 

Admiral Hllienkoetter, That 

know which la th v, ^ domt 

the better way of the two or which 1 ' 
best way of the four, air. “ 

-n-or Hlckenlooper. x beXleve the Smyth r 
announced m x,46 that ve centered 
“°Bt efficient, and It 

' “ very frankly. 

Senator Johnson, xr thev e 

r they started in lOAn 

dated now, that wac ahead of tw ' ” 

ahead of the Smyth renort v 
years. .. hy two 

Commissianaj, Smyth. M«v t 
a moment? There were 


n 



’st-cla 


88 scientists 






Who in 1939 or i. 

separate from any 

official enterprise, worked out the details of a 
B«phU9 moderated oUe indudlnr the lattice structure 
-and everything else just from their general knowledge 

of the problems Involved and the published Information 

about the constants, Tt wasntt tv„ v , 

vasn t the best possible design 

but It was a design that probably would have worked. 

-Ote It up and it was kept In the safe f’ the 
Bureau of Standards, In Dr. Briggs^ office throughout the 
var. I never knew It existed until about I945, but 
■' that was an entirely Independent estimate. 

Representative Durham. Khat was that published ln7 
Commissioner Smyth. I Bon't think It ever has been 

published, Mr. Durham 

. r. Durham. It never has been published. 

This was a private report. It was sent In to Dr. Briggs 
as a possible contribution, but It had been done quite 
independently of the authorized effort. 

Bsnator Johnson. I have another question that Isn't 
quite related to this present question, but Drew Pearson 
last night repeated what I have heard a great many times, 
that the Russians had dleoovered or captured, that le 

rays. Are our scientist, still laughing at that? 

Aamlral Hlllenkoettii^roan. t answer that one. sir. 




thet Is avay over ray head. ; 

Commissioner Smyth. I can't laugh at It because 
I can'thunders^and v;hat the news reports or what the 
^origin of the report Is. I don't know what they are 
trying to say that they have done, so I can't say. They 
probably have learned something about cosmic rays that 
we don't understand, but v;e may not have learned some¬ 
thing, J don't inow, but w'hat, this oartlcular reoort 
means I dan't tell. 

If I may say so, when I read In our own ore as re- 
. ports of scientific meetings when I know pretty well 
what the subject was that was discussed, many times when 
I have heard the paper, I am still not always able to 
establish the connection between ^at was said and vhat 
I read in the paper. 

Senator Johnson. Well, for two years I have heard 
stories about the Russians attempting to use the neutrons 
that are supposed to occur In cosmic rays, and I have 
talked to some of our scientists about that and they 
say that it is a very foolish Idea. Now, I am Just 
wondering if that Is still a very foolish Idea from the 
scientific point of view. 

Commissioner Smyth. I would say it is a very fooilsh 







avrllable. What I vas trying to suggest vae that It 
is very hard to know from the press reports what in 
fact the Russians have been doing or have been suggesting. 

Representative Price. Isn't this sort of touched 
on in this report from the Russian scientists that 
made a press release in Parle? 

Commissioner Smyth. I have just been looking at it, 
and this Is a beautiful lllust-rstlon of the difficulty. 
Here It says this, that In a report presented to the 
Atomic Research Commission, he concluded that it vas Im¬ 
possible In the present state of techniques to provoke a 
nuclear reaction of bota, and I suppose thatls the 
tht^^r nuclear reaction. That is a mls-prlnt, it should 
be "beta," and then it skys something about an auxiliary 
mixture which means the combination of thorium pleia 
brevlum. Do you know what that Is? 

Dr. Colby, That Is short for one of the properties, 
known as uranium X-P, known as 234. 

Commissioner Smyth. It does make sense or it doesn't 
make sense? 

Dr, Colby, If you twist the meaning some you can 
make sense out of it, but it isn't meaningful as it 
stands. 


.Admiral Hlllenkoette£|_^^R8 the report of Colonel 




port came out a couple of days ago, we tried to check 

every file of biographical data ve have and there Is no 

/ 

Colonel. Selof that exists# We do have quite a few on 
the writer who wrote this, a fellow by the name of Delbar. 
He is a Buedo-scientlflc writer with a very Communist 
tinge, and I think some of those articles, his and some 
of the others, are put out purposely, leaked out by the 

I 

Russians. 

They are not sure how we found out about this atomic 
^ bomb explosion yet and they would like to get some 
affirmations or some denials on stories like this. But 
there Is no record In Russian scientific biographies or 
military biographies about a Colonel Selof, and if any 
Russian knew as much as he claimed to know in this inter¬ 
view on the Russian atomic energy development, he would 
not be roaming around Paris free. Even In the story it 
said that he had Just left Paris for some other place, 
for South America. 

I think that that is a leak to try to provoke us 
to either affirm or deny to get the information of how 
we did find these things. There have been a number of 
stories of that kind and I think that they are wondering 
Just how the thing dld^'Y^awL because they have said 




and a few other things. 


The Chalraan. I would like to believe t’nat, but I 
fx.na it very difficult for this reason, that anybody 
that Is capable of making one of these things It woiid 
seem to me would have to know about the result of explod¬ 
ing one and the fact that the air would be loaded and would 
be found, 

! 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. I think that t-ey do, sir, 
but they are not sure about it. They are making a guess 
but they would like to be certain about it. 

Representative Price. They made every type of guess, 

too. 


Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Yes, and they-would like to 
be certain which it Is, that we don't have an apparatus 
that la either much more sensitive or much better than 
they have, and I think that they can estimate what it 
Is but they are not sure ^ich estimate is right, and- 
that Is the reason that these things are all coming out. 


This fellow Delbar was the man who came out a year 
ago or 18 months ago with a story of Prague, that he 
had been told in Prague that somebody else had exploded 
a bomb the year before that, or something. 


Representative Jaclp 



that the same source of 
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information that 

Representative Price. Is that Admiral Zacharias? 
Representative Jackson. No, 1 have a recollection 
that sone Paris weekly nade an announcement In July that 
the Russians had exploded a bomb. Does that tie In! 

Admiral Hlllenioetter. That Is the same fellow that 
put that one out. and he put one out last year sometime 

about a purported dateline from Pra^e, thtt they had a 

bomb. 

Representative Jackson. You don't attach any slgnl. 

, ricance other than their desire to try to feel us out for 

information. 

Admiral HlUenkcetter. That Is a big thing behind It 
and another one Is promoting the prestige that they had 

this thing a long time ago. 

Representative Jackson. This chap came pretty close. 
Whether It Is a coincidence or accident or vliat, 

when he announced In July, on July lo that they had the 

bomb. 

The Chairman. He said an explosion occurred on July 
10 , that they had exploded one on July lo. 

Representative Jackson. And when was this supposed 

to take place, August 28? 

TO there. 


O y ^ 


The Chairman, Somewhe?^ 
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Admiral Kll^ntoeUer. Tlot of rh», ^ 

i* A iot Of them came out the 

veek after the President announced It. Drew Pearson 
came out; and he said that he xnev It about a year and a 
^1-alf ago, the month that It vas going to oe exploded, 
and Valter Wlnchell said that he knew at least two years 
ago about It, the very month and everything when It would 
be exploded; but they are damn poor patriots that they 

didn't come around and tell ps anything about It until 

after It had been announced. 

Representative Jackeon. Do we have any definite 

' assurance that there has not been any prior explosion In 
Russia? 

Admiral Hllleakoetter. Aa far as we can tell there 
has not, Thie la the first one, sir. 

Representative Jackeon. Has that been checked very 

carefully? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. As carefully as we' could, 

and on the checking cn this It was not only this committee 

who have intelligence people and scientific people, too, 

but the checking came from Dr. Bacher, Dr. Bush, Dr. 

Oppenhelmer, Parsons and Conant, and It all checks that 
they had It. 

Representative Ja_ckson. And you have complete con'- 

ali' of these? 
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Admiral Killenkoetier. And we did our best Xb^en^ 
ve were checking the thing, and ve would have liked to 
have found It the other way, that it was not an atomic 
^explosion, and the desire was to find that It wasn't one. 

Senator Knowland. Is it possible that they night 
have planned an explosion earlier in July and then 
they didn't quite have the right combination or the 
critical mass or something, apd some of these high 
officials could have gone down there for their Alamogordo 
and It didn't come off on schedule. 

Admiral Hlllenioetter. That is vefy possible. 

Representative Durham. When did you arrive at a 
definite conclusion that they had two piles operating 
and were building a third? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. That is within the last 
two or three weeks, on the Information, 

Representative Durham. Since the explosion? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Yes, because the explosion 
gave US a tremendous help In working backwards and for¬ 
wards, sir. 

The Chairman, Is there any Indication that they 
are trying to separate 235 in any large scale? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Ve havenot had that yet. 

There Is no 1 nd 1 ca11 oiT"^ ^1]^ 




SEG 



\ 







SBAlHOaV IVMOIIW iV 03C)nOOMcS3« 
^ . 



X.. SfeRET Jr; 

er. there traces of anything else in 
the boob, such as thorium? 

Admiral Kill pnVopfi-aT* t j 

oetter. I do not remember enough 

-about that, and I would ^ i icp i-/% i 

ouid _ike to ask one of the scientific 

people to say about that. 

Dr. Colby. There were no traces of 235 . 

The Chairman. There were none, you say? 

D:-. Colby. There were no traces. It seemed quite 

conclusive, 

TTie Chairman. It was a straight plutonium bomb? 

Dh. Colby. It was not a mixed bomb. Is that what you 

»«an, Mr. Chairman? It seemed quite conclusive In that 

respect. 

Representative Jaekann 

acitson. Reference was made, you 

mentioned three ninnto 

three plants. Do you mean that they have three 

separate plants with piles In process of construction, 

or is this the whole program Involved In th, three plants? 

Admiral Hlllenkoettar. The whole program Involves 

three plants, and we are trying to get more Information 

on that now, but the whole program Involves three plants. 

Representative Jackson. And as far v 

as rar as you know, they 

only have the two piles In onerai-in?^ p a-u 

y s in operation, and they will have 

a third one operating a^a end of the year? 

Admiral HUl^l^gr^ohs that way, sir. 






Ad:nral Hillenkoetter. Yes, 


sir. 


Hepre sentatlve Jackson. For production? 

Admiral Hillenkoetter. Yes, sir. 

Representative Jackson. Is there any Indication 
whether they are of more improved design? 


Admiral Hllleknoetter, 
on that, sir, at all. 


No, sir; we haven't anything 


Representative Durha.t. Have you been able to get 
a nold of any documents or anything printed In Russia at 

all In regard to tti© program? 


Admiral Hillenkoetter. No, sir; I think that there 

are very few documents, sir. 


The Chairman. They must have loads of them but 
they probably guard them pretty carefully; and, Admiral, 

I don't know how important this question is but I find it 
here, that you remember that on June 29 the committee 


wrote you with reference to an off-the-record statement 
made by Oeneral Walter R. Smith, while addressing the 
Governors' Conference in Colorado, and he predicted the 
time when Russia would explode its first weapon. Your 
reply merely quoted the Christian Science Monitor's preis 


coverage of this spa 





« 







It Is noted that In the September 30 Rochester 
Democrat Chronicle, General Smith Is quoted as having 
made thq statement In Rochester that he was not surprised 
-by the Russian atonic explosion, and wl_lch recalled his 
speech on June 23 at Colorado Springs. 

Now, the question Is, in view of the foregoing, I 
presume that you have talked with General Smith and I 
Was curious to know whether he possessed any Information 
that was the baas of that statement that he made back In 
June, 

Senator Klckenlooper. What did he say in Colorado 
Springs? 

The Chairnan, He said in Colorado Springs, from 
the press accounts in general statements, I gather that 
■i he indicated In very general terms in an off-the-record 

session, that the Russians may soon test a bomb. The 
Christian Science Monitor on June 21 stated that General 
Smith emphasized his opinion that the Soviets do not 
have the know-how to make the delicate machinery needed 
for remote control handling of atomic materials neces¬ 


sary for production of any large number of banbs, when 
it is noted In this connection tiiat the Russians can't, 
even make watches yet. "As a wild guess," he added, "It 


might take the Soviets 


a~or more to produce the 









General.^Snlth's statement," — this Is your reply, and 
"I am quoting from that. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. I have talked to him since 
then and he has no Information other than the fact 
that he lived up there and he saw them working with 
mechanical things and he did 'not have nearly as nuch as 
we had. It was a general over-all impression on that. 

The Chairman. You know, Admiral, Russia seems to 
be filled with contradictions. You hear all of these 
stories about how they let our equipment go to the devil 
during the war, and yet we lost a B-29 and they copied 
it beautifully and they got these Jet planes that go 
as fast, they say, as ours do, and of course now we know 
that they have made a bomb. I was Just curious to 
know what General Smithes reaction to this thing was. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. He said that that statement 
was made as a very general one, and Just from his living 
In Moscow, 

The Chairman. In other words, they didn't show him 
their best side? 


Admiral Hlllenkoetter. That Is probably it, sir. 
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The Chairman. I think tcaVZ^fose' are all of the 
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Representative Durban. Adnlral, I vas wondering 
about Oils Tito thing, about his Illness. Was thar 


-correct information. 


or do ve have any information? 


Admiral Hillenkoetter. On Tito? 


Representative Durham. Yes. 


Admiral Hillenkoetter. He is not ill unless it 
is over the week-end. I haven't seen any reports today. 

Ke was perfectly all right last week. There have been 
two attempts at assassination within the past month but 
none of them ev^n came close to him. They shot at his auto 
mobile, and another time somebody tried to shoot him 
when he was in a crowd, but he wasn't wounded or anything' 
else, 80 unless something happened over the weekend I 
haven't seen other reports this morning. 

The Chairman. They were not reported in the press, 
were they? 


Admiral Hillenkoetter. No, sir. 

The Chairman, Those attempts on his life? 

Admiral Hillenkoetter, No, sir; I didn't see them 
In the press. 




The Chairman. I haven't either. It is news to me 
Representative Jackson. .There Is a story in the 




Washington Post by Qerv^c i| ,0p idn' t he make some comment 

/ ^ I--"r--«p-l- 






Admiral Hlllenkoetter. They did shoot at his auto- 

boblle and he has got a bullet-proof automobile and It 

/ 

didn't hurt him or hurt anybody In the car vlth him. 

The Chairman, '-^liat is the purpose of censoring' 
that, do you think? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. I think perhaps it vas 
censored In Yugoslovla, 

The Chairman. I agree, but I wondered w'hy they w'ould 
do It? 


Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Simply to not let the Idea 
spread around, there might be something to keep anybody 
else from thinking about It. 

The Ch.alrman. That is perfectly rational as a con¬ 
clusion. 

Well, gentlemen, those are all of the questions that 
I have. 

Representative iTackeon. I hse a few short questions. 
Admiral, now that the Russians have the bomb, plus the 
fact that the Russians are having tough luck in the world 
in the cold war so far - 


Senator Mllllkln. What Is that? 

Representative Jackson. In the cold war, and the ^ 
Marxist dogma to the effect collapse of 
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capitalism is Inevitable, and that that ignot working 

V 

out according to olan, plus the appare nt real trouble 
vltn th(! Tito aapects ae affects the other satSlltes, 

What are the posslbllltlea from the Information coming In 
with reference to the Russians possibly making military 
moves into Western Europe, and I should add the last 
thing, coupled with the fact that within two or three 
years they know If we go ahead with our military pre¬ 
paredness program for Western Europe that they might not 
be able to break through .. what Is all of this leading 

up to as far as mobilisation within Russia for possible 
war? 


Admiral Hlllenicoetter. Well, there is no indication 
of any mobilization of arms within Russia for a possible 
war. I think one of your assumptions ought to be changed 


a little bit, they are losing the cold var in Europe but 
they are not losing It In China, and they are gaining to 
beat the band In Asia. So you might balance one as 
against the other and there is no indication at all 
they are preparing for any military move. On the whole 
things are working out the way they are expecting them to 
work out, and eventually the capitalistic society and 
capitalistic economy Is of Its own weight 

and I do not believe OArtr^Ainiar rija future 





that there is any chenca of any military movement a s ^ 
far es we could see ahead now in the Immediate future. 

Representative Jackson. But what if they come to 
these two points, what if they come to the conclusion 
tnat capitalism apparently will not collapse within 
the required period of time, that is number one, and 
number two, the second factor, that by I952 or I953 
sufficient arms and assistance plus the will to fight 

exists in Western Europe — what are they going to do 
thent 

Those are my two main points. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. I think the first one 
l8 that they firmly believe in It. You can't deny 
the doctrines of the blble, it is hearsay to deny 

that It is not going to come and they think that will 
stay the same. 

4 Representative Jackson. Do you think the men in 
the Politburo will completely follow that doctrine, 
although the faithful naturally, the rank and file 
on down through are following It, but what of the 12 

or 13 men in the Kremlin that must make these decis¬ 
ions. 



don't think so. 
^nt conditions, 


There 
sir, and"^ 
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that Is certainly good for about six months. It 
does not mean thLat it is going to change after six months 
but ^hat is as far as we can see ethead, that you can 
predict definitely that there is not going to be any 
military moves within six months. 

Representative Jackson. What about Yugoslovla, 
against Tito? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter,. No, sir; they will not. 

Representative Jackson. Do you think that they 
are going to try to stir up a civil war? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. i think that Is very 
definitely so, that there will be a civil war or in¬ 
surrections there like in Greece, but there will be 
no military movement by the Soviet Union. 

Representative Jackson. That would be the first 
step against Tito, would be to stir up a revolution, 
and then if that is not successful and the satellites 
continue to deviate from the orthodox line, such as 
has been taking place in Hungary and Czechoslovakia 
and the terrific purges, then they ml^t have to move 
lest they lose all control of their plan and program 
to extend soviet dominance through the extension of ' 

f 

Russian foreign policy. 



Admiral Hlllen 


Yes, but I mean there is 
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no Indication at all for at least six months. 

Representative Jackson. Aren't there a lot of 
factofs that are building up here? And they are 
building up quite rapidly to a point u-here something 
can happen? 

Admiral Hillenkoetter, I think the factors that 
are building up, if they are building up they are 
building up that they von\t go to war. The only thing 
they have lost in Europe is Tito. 

Representative Jackson. You are basing that on 
the assumption that they are completely convinced of 
the inevitable collapse of capitalism, but if once 
they change that - 

Admiral Hillenkoetter. That and the fact that 
they are still away ahead in Europe. There are deviation 
movements in Czechoslovakia and Hungary, and Poland 
but they are not getting very far, and the deviationlsts 
are going to Jail. 

Representative Jackson, But they are not making 
any headway in the other countries, in France and 
Italy in the recent elections over there, and of course 
in Austria they picked up a seat or two. 

Admiral Hillenkoetter. In Austria you never did hav 


any Communist Party of 
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Representstr^V'w0fe„/a, 

elusions, that they Jp^ven't neduced the Ah.y, They have 

built-up a much larger air corps and nov they have the 

atomic bomb. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. They are not going to lose 
what they have. At any time that they get’Into a mill- 
tary adventure, you don't know how that thing la going 
to go, and they are not going to take a chance. Every 
dictatorship that has been In power has never lost by 
Its own people overthrowing It, It Is always the result 
of an outside military movement that gets them. 

Representative Jaokson. Then they are not golngto 

overrun Europe unless things don't work out. 

Admiral Hlllenkoette r. I think that they have got 
plenty of time, and they are not losing anything by 
going on with this, and It doesn't cost them anywhere 
near what It coats us to keep an Army, and It doesn't 
cost them much to keep laborers the way we do. 

Representative Jackson. How about Internal dif¬ 
ficulty within Russia? Is there any evidence of It? 
Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Yes, definitely there la 

some. 


Representative Jac 


i%8t of that Is In the 


Ukraine? 
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Admiral Killenkoe 


j|. 
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Is in the Ukraine and 


In Central Asia among the Turkish tribes, but that dissi- 

dent movement ha? existed there since I 9 I 8 and it is an 

/ 

annoyance and a bother but it is never* going to be a 
fatal disease. You are in the sajoe fix there that the 
underground In France was in during the war. The French 
underground annoyed thd Germans and they murdered a 
few people and t-^t sort of thing, but if the British 
and the Americans had not landed troors there that 
underground might have stayed there 1000 years but the 
Germans would never have been kicked out by the results 
of the underground. 

Representative Jackson, Is there any evidence 
of any possible division within the Politburo between 
the orthodox Marxists and Lenlnlstat 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter, There Is certainly no 
evidence now, sir, you may get a break on that if 
Stalin should die and you would have various groups 
fighting for successorshlp. 

Representative Jackson. Where la Lltvlnoff? 

Admiral Killenkoetter, Lltvlnoff Is In Eastern 
European Russia but he Is practically out now. 

Senator Connally, He is still in the foreign f 


bureau? 
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Senator Connally. I thought that he was. 
Representative Jackson. He is In disfavor? 

Ad.nlral Hlllenkoefhr. He hasn't been shot or any¬ 
thing, he Is living, but he Is not In any official posi¬ 
tion. 


Senatof Knowlanl. What Is the significance of the 
reports that the Russians had moved some armored divisions 
Into proximity of the Yugoslovla border? Is that merely 
sword rattling or Is that a fact? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. That Is definitely a step 
In the cold war, Senator. To begin with we have had the 
order of battle there for a long time and It Is the 
57th guards mechanized division, and It Is not an armored 
division but the newspaper accounts came out and I think 


very definitely they were put out that It was an armored 
division down there, and it wasn't an armored division 
and It wasn't mechanized to begin w'lth, and then there 
were some divisions moving around down there and there 
Is still one mechanized division, the 57th guards. 

They havedone the old trick that Chrlstofer did In 
Haiti years ago. They march from one place to 


another and each time they come Into a new town It Is 
a new division, and If^ ^o u g et to three towns In a day 

sons there. That la the 


you have got three armo 

L‘la 
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i they have not in¬ 

creased their armored dlvlsidns down there in Hungary 
on the border there. 

Senator Knowland. Have the Hungarians or the 
Bulgarians or any others moved troops? 

Admiral rilllenkoetter. Noj sir. 

Representative Jackson. Is there any Indications 
that General /*fao and his crowd will follow the Tito 
line? 


Admiral Hlllenkoetter. There Is no indication of 
that now, no, sir, and that may come up In the future. 
But there Is no Indication of that now. 

Representative Jackson. The tlckdr today carries 
an unconfirmed story that the military had revolted 
against Russia In Albania. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. I think that that is very 
possible, that the Albanians have revolted. But as to 
Tito, one of the things that he did to fight this 
Coolnform is put a lot of Yugoslovlan supporters, 
many of them Albanians by birth. Into Albania to over¬ 
throw the present Albanian government. We reported 
that two months ago, that he had sent a lot of people 
In there, and the present government Is not at all a 


particularly popular 









is attachaole to Tito in these countries, or is It an 
indlc^nous Inevitable revolt against direction from 
Moscow? Does he really seem to be doing a pretty 
effective Job? 

Admiral Hlllenlioetter* He has been doing a very 
effective Job, 

Representative Jackson,, In these other countries? 

Admiral Hlllenkoatter. There are movements against 
them, there are dissident movements against them In all 
of the other countfles, but you never want to lose sight 
of the fact that In spite of this movement Tito la 
still a very good Communist, 

Representative Jackson. I understand that com¬ 
pletely, and he Just disagrees with Stalin, 

Senator Connally, In-this morning's paper It was 
commented there about some uprising, not uprising exact¬ 
ly, but It w’as In Bulgaria. Do you know anything about 
that? 


Admiral Hlllenkoetter. There have been troubles 
In Bulgaria In collecting grain from the farms, and 
the farmers have been holding out on the harvest and 
the Soviet Inspectors and collectors have tried to get 
It, and there are Bulgit^Ei^^^TTn the hills and the 
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mountains there^h'TT have c^Jcted a caJ^palgn against 
the government. There are not enough to overthrow the 
government the way It Is now. 

The Chairman. You say that Tito is a good Commun¬ 
ist, and I think that he is theoretically, and I am 
wondering whether he can continue to be practically 
Inasmuch as 80 percent of the Yugoslovian people are 
engaged in agriculture. Of course he has revised or 
he has been forced to resist the Russian demands, as 
I understand it, for collectivization because his 
peasants simply wouldn’t stand for It. 

Admiral Hillenkoetter. That Is very true, but he 
has still never dropped the idea that some day he is 
going to get It, and it is going to take more time 
than the Russians allowed. That was in his program 
and that was one of the points where the difference caae 
up that they were pressing him to do this thing right 
away, and it was his view that the time wasn't ripe 
for that and you had better wait. 

Representative Jackson. He didn't have any real 
Kulak problem there to any great extent. 

The Chairman. In the last war in Yugoslovla they, 
divided up the land pretty well, and they are land- 


[ 

owners and I bellev^T i 





are not going to give it 
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Senator Mllllkln. One of the strongest agrarian 
movements In Europe has been in Yugoslovla, and they 
- had one of the strongest political parties, consisting 
of Kulaks and land-owners. 

Representative Jackson. Isn't the story of Tito 
simply this, that the Russians had banked on the Marx¬ 
ist Leninist doctrine of wqrld-wlde revolution as a means 
of extending Russian foreign policy all over the world, 
and they had to run a calculated risk of fighting the 
culture, the history and the tradition and the nation¬ 
alism in short, and Tito being a strong man, a good 
Marxist, but disagreeing with the dogma that had been 
announced or perpetrated by Stalin of the Marxlst- 
Lenlnlat approach, he has placed his own Interpretation 
on it and in so many words has said, "You can have what 
Marx and Lenin thought we should have by Individual 
countries having their own Communist faith," and that 
Is the calculated risk that the Russians have taken. 

However, they did not take into account the strong 
factor of nationalism and the tradition and the culture 
that exists in these countries, especially In a country 
ky ^ugoslovla. Isn't that basically the situation? 




i u j 1 

Representative Jackson. And they had hoped that 
their doctrine would give them the orportunity of 
ideological conflict, of taking over these countries 
and using it as an extension of their foreign policy? 

Admiral KlllenKoetter, Yes, slrj and also thlners 
were made a little easier for him than in some of the 
other countries, in that the Red Army did not liberate 
Yugoslovla in the war, and he did that hlnself, and 
the Red Army never entered Yugoslovla in any great 
numbers at all. 

Another good reason why he could get this feeling 
was that he stayed in the country all during the war and 
fought there, and he did not stay in Moscow and come in 
with the Red Army when the war ended. And I think 
another good reason Is that Yugoslovla la not touching 
Russia at any one spot. 

Representative Jackson, That is helpful, but look 
at the Finns. They have got a Russian Army in their 
country and they have resisted them very successfully 
and I think that the point is that they have a strong 
nationalism. 



Adiiral Hlllenkoetter. You must have that nation¬ 

alistic feeling, or the ^Ij^g jlculdn«t have come at 
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all. 







1835 

Representa^v^jWAi^t itiey' f eel that they can be 
Just as radical or even more radical In the sense of 
being,revolutionaries In Yugoslovia, without having 
the thought of being incorporated lock, stock and 
barrel In the Soviet Union. 

Admiral, I wanted to ask one last question. 

Speaking of your feeling that there Isn't any immediate 
efforts to mobilize for a war, how much notice would 
you get, knov.'lng the general make-up of the Russian 
system, that they were getting ready for a strike? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. You can figure a minimum 
notice of a month that they would get. 

Representative Jackson. But aren't they prepared 
right now with the ground forces they have, and the air 
forces they have, and by the end of this year what 
they will have In the ^omlc weapon field, to move on 
very short notice? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. No, sir; It will take even 
with what they have now some time. They could start 
an air raid and put on an air rads over Belegrade or 
Paris or Berlin on practically no notice, but they 
could not move their ground forces or their air forces 
in any numbers without about a month's notice. 


Representative Jac 


,w many divisions do they 






have now under arras In Russia proper? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Roughly 100 In Russia 
now and about 75 scattered around outside, sir. 

Representative Jackson. And how much assistance 
could they get from the Satellites? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Well, the satellite assis¬ 
tance would be almost nil. 

Representative Jackson* That is 175 divisions, and 
your point is that they don't have the logistics support 
to move the tfoops? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter, Well, even the Russian 
divisions In O-ermany are only up to about 60 percent 
of full strength. 

Senator Mllllkln, Vhat la the strength of a Russian 
division? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter, Roughly 15,000 men. Sena¬ 
tor, and they can't march those people. Just start- them 
out. 

Senator Mllllkln. Their railroads are bad? 

Representative Jackson. Their railroads are In 
bad shape? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Well, they have food, ammu¬ 
nition, and you can take ten oeople and go dov^n and buy 

TQP 

them tickets from Berlin •ioNf>l.l'l8, but you can't take 
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fifty divisions and do that. Most of their divisions 
are going to be walking divisions. 

EepreTentative Jackson. How long do you think it 
will be before they will be in shape to move from the 
standpoint of the logistics? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Whenever they decided to 
make war, you will get a month's notice, and until 
they decide that they will,never ha\e anything that can 
be moved immediately because you biave to lay up gasoline 
and lay up food and ammunition. 

Representative Jackson. What was their position 


in 19^1? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. In 19^1 they had been pre¬ 
paring for two years for the Germans coming in on them. 

Hfepresentatlve Jackson. Now they have been pre¬ 
paring for how long? 

Admiral Hillenkoetter. Well, they are not pre¬ 
paring for war now, sir. 

Representative Jackson. They are not laying up 
any stockpiles or anything comparable to what they 
did in 1991 ? Our military were saying in 19^1 that 
the Russians would last 30 or 60 days and that was the 

f 

word to those of us who were here in Congress, and I 


remember it very dlstlnJt 


they completely under- 




''■ere statements from an Informed source," being some 
of our top military people.. I hope that we don't under, 
rate tlem again. I an not an alarmist. 


Admiral Hlllenhoetter. We aice not under-rating 
them. We are giving them every benefit and every 
assumption in their favor and we are not trying to cut 
it down and say that they are only 40 percent efficient 
or So percent efficient. 

Representative Jackson, When do you think that 
that will happen? You say that they will move whenever 
they want to move, but when can they move effectively 
from a military standpolsjt, knowing the requirements. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter, That Is why I say thiat we 
get a month's notice on that, when they start piling In 
gasoline and food and ammunition Into Germany. 

Representative Jackson. I thought that they.didn't 
have the basic means to stockpile. They do have that? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter, They have the basic means. 

Representative Jackson, So that we could have war 
within 30 days? 


Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Yes, but you would have 30 

f 

days' notice. 




lot of other things that we need to manufacture. 

Senator Knowlend. As I understand It, Admiral, 
you nave not said that they couldn*t or were not in a 
position to make war, but merely that in order for the 
build-up to be completed that we would have about 30 
days* notice that something was afoot. They have the 
capacity to make war, but it is only a question of how 
much notice we might get, if they decided to push the 

button? 

« 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. That Is right. 

Representative Jackson. Do they have an effective 
backlog now of the transportation equipment and the 
food and all of the other essentials to supply an army? 
That Is what I ajo getting at. I mean, is it from a 
military standpoint, is It physically possible for them 
to wage War? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Well, on food, there Is 
plenty of food in Russia, and It has been stockpiled 
since the end of the war, and there Is plenty of food 
to supply an army. The Russian civilian may go a 
little hungry but there Is plenty of food to give to 





through many centuries. 

Admiral Klllenkoetter. As to their oil capacity, 

^nd that Is th.e thing in any modern var, the petroleum 
capacity Is Just about enough nov to completely supply 
the army. 

Representative Jackson. For how long? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Continuously in combat 
now. They have got enough tout if any of that is lost 
you get a situation where you have a good raid over there 
or some of the other things, the blowing up of the re¬ 
fineries, then you have a different situation. 

Representative Jackson. Is that the full strength 
of the army? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. That Is the full strength 
of the army. ♦ 

Representative Jackson. That contemplates what 

army? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. That is the seme army, the 
175 divisions now. 

Representative Jackson. But I mean their expanded 
strength? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter, It Is not enou^ for that. 
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and they have enough food, o 
portetlon? 
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^ they have enough oil 
na what about their trsns- 


Adijlral nlllenlioetteT’ TVi q < ^ 

-ciiiioe Lcer. ihelr transportation faclll. 

ties are very weak in Russia ^ 

» vubsia, and they are going to be 

veak for years there. 

Representative Jackson. I assume It Is part of 
your Joo to evaluate all of these things and determine 
vr.etner or not from a professional military point of 

view they have the capabllitlee of carrying on the kind 

Of war that will brine them r. 

uiing tnem victory. Do they have that 

potential now? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. They have a potential of 

carrying on a war and whether you get victory or not 
I don* t know, sir. 


Representative Jackson. Knowing the Russian mind — 
Admiral Hlllenkoetter. If they knew that they 

were going to have victory, you would probably have it 
today. 

Representative Jackson. Knowing the Russian mind, 
do you think that they think that they have sufficient? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. No, sir; I don't, because 
If they thought that they had they would probably e4y, 

“Let Us go," and there reat doubt in their 
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Representative Jackson. Aren't we in a pretty 
precarious situation^ I mean if the boys of the Pollt- 
Duro say that they have enough or "X" number of bombs 
which they can send their suicide crews to the hey 
spots where they will do the Dost important Job, and 
they are going to catch America completely off-guard 

and here we go. They will say, “If we don't, they are 

1 

going to have all of Europe re-armed and all of 
these other things that I mentioned earlier," and I am 
wondering If we are not In a situation vdaere anything 
can happen, as you say, on 30 days' notice? 

Admiral Hllleakoetter, Well, that Is always a 
possibility, sir, but we will get, I am sure, at least 
a 30 days' notice, and I don't think that there I9 any 
chance of it now because the odds are too much against 
a victory. If they could get a victory in two or 
three months and call It off then, they would probably 
try it, but they can't last four years now. 

Representative Jackson. They couldn't stand a pro 
longed war? 
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Admiral Hlllenkoetter. No, sir. 
Representative Durham. 
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Admiral Hlllenkoetter. ^ ' T' ‘ 

Representative Jackson. — 

i- - • 

Aa.l.al Kllle.ioet^. " " ; On. 

The Chairman. Admiral, I have two questions/ I 
really am asking you for what ml^.t be termed an edu- 
Cc^ved guess, but looking at your crystal ball would 


you tell us ^at you see Is the probabilities In Yugo. 
slovlaT Do you think that they will get Tito, do you 
think that they will be able to stave off this Infil¬ 


tration of revolutionists that they are probably 
putting in there now? 

Admiral Hlllenkoette r. Right now, I think that 
they will, yes, sir, Mr. Ch.airman. They have already 

missed twice, and of course you never can tell when 
they might get him.' 

The Chairman. Do you think that he will hold the 

line? 


Admiral Hlllenkoetter. He taovs all of the gamee 
too. He has played all of those games all of hie Ufa 




and he knows them pre 



and I think that he can 
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hold out cerKliiryYchnsVa'ny Insurrection Inside 

or £nytr.ing on the order of Greece of guerrillas 
coning over there from Hungary or Bulgarin. They can 
hold out against those. 

The Chairman. Acmiral, the second question is, 
has your organization given any thought to methods of 
cetectlon against bringing bombs In her on ships In our 
harbors? 


Admiral Klllenkoetter. No, sir, not directly. 

There Is a committee of Internal security which takes 
in the FBI and all of the military things, and the 
Navy considered some of that. 

Th.e Chairman. General Bradley Informed me one time 
that that was a problem that had been before the Joint 
Chiefs and had been given a great deal of concern. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. That has been referred to 
this committee, and Kr. Eoover Is the chairman of 
that thing to try to work out something. 

Senator Mlllikln, I have been very much Inter¬ 
ested In why we were taken by surprise on the Russian 
explosion. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. What do you mean. Senator? 

I don't think that we were taken by surprise. 

Senator Mlllikln. TiQRb "have made Inquiries 
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J^ere as has 
committee on 
intelligence 



been^^m^et \trei 4 l times befor^e^Sie 
a number of occasions, as to what our 
service consisted of, and we were told 



It seems that we muffed it at least a year and mayb 

longer, and how did we muff it and what Is wrong with 
our system? 

Ad..lral Hllienioetter. I thlni that 1 spoke about 
this before j,ou oas,e In, sir, that we are working on 
a very great number of fragments of Information and up 
until you had some solid fast to go on It was sort of 

a curve In space and you couldn't tie It down to any- 

thing. 




Now, when we got the fact of the explosion, that 
let us work backwards and forwards again and 1 think 
that wa made a mistake. The actual rate that we esti¬ 
mated, about five years, was pretty exact, and It looks 

now as though the Russians,started earlier than we.had 
estimated their starting point. 

Senator Millikln-; any evidence of that 
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Adralral Hlllenkoet ter. We have got seme evidence 
of that, sir. 

Senator Milllkln. Vfnat Is that evidence? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Oh, some 
ve have picked up on that, sir. 

Senator Mllllkin. When did they start? 

Admiral Klllenkoetter., It looks now as If they 
started In late 1943 Instead of after the Hiroshima 
bomb In 1945. 

Senator Mllllkin. In the laboratory or in the 
field? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Both, 

Senator Mllllkin. And our Intelligence did not 
detect that? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. No, sir; you didn't have 
enough to go on In that. 

Senator Mllllkin. Now let us take these things one 
at a time. 
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Senator Mil_^lkln. Let me say first to you that I 

have had considerable experience In the Intelligence 

business so that I know the difficulties that you operate 

under and I know that you have to deal with fragmentary 

information, but.I want to know ' 

P'SANmZEO COPY ' . • 
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Admiral Hlllenkotter, Well, the only thing that I 
can give you on that Is that we Just didn't get enough 
information out on it. 

Senator Milllkln. 
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SECRET icii, 

Senator yilllkln. You always like to have It ten 
times as good as you have rot It but you never do, and 

I am not critical on that point. I want to know why 

/ 

w'e didn't get the information as to what was going on. 

Admiral Klllenkoetter. I can't answer that "w'hy", 
we didn't get enough to do It. 

Senator Connally. Ve knew that they were working 
on It but we didn't know that they had the bomb until 
it went off? 

Admiral Klllenkoetter. We knew that they were 
working on It and we started here, and this organization 
was set up after the war and w'e started in the middle 
and we didn't know when they had started and it had to' 
be picked up from what we could get along there. That 
is what I say, this thing of getting a fact that you 
definitely have on the exploding of this bomb has 
helped us in going back and looking over what we had 
before and It will help us in what we get in the future. 
But you picked up in mld-alr on the thing and we didn't 
know ^en they started, sir. 

Senator Milllkln. I don't consider that there Is 


any doubt that there Is a certain amount of useful¬ 
ness In having a reference or a point of reference when 
you get that after a fa*^ that you are ^ 
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Admlr’a.l Hill©nio6tt6r'» On this Sept6!iib6r' 27 
no, sir. We still estimated that It would be In mid 
1950 , sir. 

Senator Mlllikln. 


Admiral Hlllenkoetter. 
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Senator Mllllkln. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter, 


Senator Mllllkln. 







Senator Xilllkln. 


Adnlral Klllenkoetter. 


Senator Mlllikin. 


Adriral Klllenkoetter. 
Senator Millikin. 
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Adnlral Hillenkoetter. 


Senator Klllikln. 


Admiral Klllenkoetter. 



Senator Millikin. 
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^Senator Mllllkln. 
Adnilral Klllenkoetter. 
Senator Killlkln. 
Admiral Klllenkoetter. 


Senator Mllllkin. And hov many 


Admiral Klllenkoetter. 


Senator Mllllkln. 


Admiral Klllenkoetter. Yes, sir. 

Senator Mllllkln. Does that hegln to commence 
to start to represent an adequate intelligence organl 
zatlonT 
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Admiral Klllenkoetter. 


Representative Durham. ¥e have assumed of course 
that the German scientists were a great help and assis¬ 
tance In this program7lp]^[^^^ go back to 1943 how 




doe s 
v;ere 





tliat get into the picture? Evidently 
suart enough to sta^t off this thing. 


54 


the 



Husslans 


Adnlral Hll 
and I tnlnk that 
that the Husslan 


lenkoetter. I think that they are, 
a.iy tifne tnat we take tne view here 
scientists are duob or something. 


we are Just deluding ourselves, because I think some 
of the Russian scientists were up among the number one 
people and they alw-gys hav© been. 

Senator Mlllikln. I am not challenging that, I am 
challenging the fact that we apparently don't have 
the remotest idea of what they are doing until after they 
have done it, and I am not so much interested in what 
has happened but I am interested in how bad we are 
going to muff future developments. 

Representative Jackson. Right along that same 
line, I was wondering, the information that we had 
earlier this year Is that they wouldn't have a bomb 
until 1951 or 1952 , 


Admiral Hlllenkoett4r. In 1950, too. 

Representative Jackson. The report came up here 
In July that there had been a change, a rather sudden 
change, and we got a report along In July that there ' 
had been a revision In^.^alculatlons, and that Is my 
recollection and I may te\-CTi?eTy'^oni-, but as I 
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recollect it earlier In the'Vi-J alone m p.- ' 

jcaj Eionr In Feoruary or 

March or soraethlnr f'-a pnmmittoa 

i;.,e comiDlttee v?s aivlsed that they 

shouu have It by 19;2. and you were jtvlng the „u..ber 

of bomba they would have and so on, and that was If they 

had it by I952 or I953. 


W.at was the reaaon for the sudden revision In the 
oelculatlons as to when they would have It? 1 am not 

being critical. ■ n . 

Admiral Hlllenhoetter. We Just got more Infor- 
-atlon and they were going along faster than we had er- 

pected, or they had started earlier. 

Representative Jachson. There was quite a Jump 
there from the Information that we had In the spring. 

Senator Mlllikin, 



Senator MllliUn. Then you did revle, your estl 


mates before the explosion! 

Admiral Hllleakoetter. Yes, sir. 





down here. 


Th,e Chairman. I will read It. It te dated July 
1 , 1949: The Joint hhiolear Intelligence Committee 
makes the follovlng estimate on the status of the USSR 

atomic energy project: 

"( 1 ) On the 1 January 1949 report, It was 

stated that the earliest possible date by which 

the USSR might be expected to produce an atomic 

bomb was Bld -1950 and the most probable date was 
mld-1953. 


"The Information now available substantiates 
these dates In general, although new information 
indicating one method which the Soviets are follow. 
Ing suggests that their first atomic bomb cannot 
be completed before mld-1951.» 

In other words, they said the probable date was 
1953 i and the possible date was 1950, and the most 
probable date was mld-1951. 


senator hlllikln. That Is a very bad mls-estlmate, 
as late as July of this year. 





January report 


.SSGRBT 


6 , 


>o 


Oh,lr.,,n. So, this Is July 1. No, thst to 
quotlnc frort the Janue-,- 1 report. You se- 
:he January 1 report stated that the earliest possible 
date by which the Russians mUtht oe expected to produce 
a pom„ Was mld-1950, and the most probable date was 
mld-1953. Theh It says that "the Information now un¬ 
earthed substantiates these dates In general, although 
new information Indicating one method which the Soviets 

are following suggests that their first bomb cannot be 

completed before mld-1951.n 

Senator Million. 1 „peat my suggestion th.t It 
le a very erroneous estimate as of January 1, 1949. 

Senator Hlckenlooper. As of July 1, you meant 

Senator Mlllikln. As nf t 

J-a. AS of July 1 or January 1 . 

Representative Jackson 

uaciison. our military plans vere 

all predicated on this 1952 date or I95I. 

senator KllUkln. Our diplomatic plans and the 

whole complexion has been predicated on having 

enough room to work out solutions, and that le what 

"lakes It so serious that we muffed It. 

Now, I would like to ask about material going into 
Russia. We were assur_^ that there was very careful ' 

survelUance of materl^QElnto there to determine 







Ac-.iral Hlllenkoe' 


Froir. Yackl: 


Eze cho- 


.kla. 


Senator KllliVin. Does the stuff originate there? 
And I a-m not going to talk about fissionable material, 

I era talking about the industrial material. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. That is the ore, sir. 
Senator Kllllkln. I am not talking about the ore, 
I am talking about the equipment, the valves, the 

filters, and th.e rest of it. Where have they gotten' 
that stuff? 


Atalral Hlllenioetter. Host of It they made them 

selves, sir. 


Senator Mllllkln. They have built up the Indus¬ 
try which we have always estimated that they could not 
build up for a number of years ahead of this time. 
Admiral Klllenkoetter, Yes, sir. 

Senator Mllllkln. They have done that and w'e 
dldn.t know about It. Well, what are we going to do 

now to keep from getting caught that bad off-base In 
the future? 
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Admiral Hlllenkoet^r. 




J;1 do the best we can 
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to get all of the Information. Ve would desire It i 
than anybody else, to get all of the information. 

Senator Mlllikln. Vfhat Is there tlnat ve can d; 


to help you get It? Is there any deficiency in organi¬ 
zation that can be supplied by Congress? 

Admiral Elllenkoetter. No, sir. There is one 
thing that Is a deficiency and It would help us Is the 
fact that In yesterday morning's newspaper, they gave 
out that General Bradley had been before a closed 
session In the Appropriations Committee and said that the 
Russians had 175 divisions and this and that, and every 
time anything like that comes out the security steps 
against us are Just Increased that much more, and it 
makes us do a lot more work. 

Senator Mlllikln, I share your worry entirely, 
and I saw where Drew Pearson was talking about the 
hydrogen bomb last night. 

Representative Price. That was in the article 
that Was released from Paris, supposed to be coming 
from the fictitious Colonel Selof. 

Representative Jackson. He said that we were 
working on the hydrogen bomb. I heard the broadcast 
and I interpreted it as saying that ve were working'on 


this so-called super-bo 


that is what dlscouragesi 


no.. . 
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me very much. 

Representative Price. It developed from tP-at other 
article. 

TPie Chalrnen. Ti.ere hae been a great deal In the 
press, end magaclne articles in great number, about 
the possibilities of a super-weapon, I am not saying 
that he did not have information that was given to him 
that he shouldn't-have gotten, that I don't know, 
but I merely cite that as a fact, that I could give you 
a dozen references on that. Isn't that right? 

Admiral Klllenkoetter. There has been a lot in the 
press on a super-bomb of some sort. 

The Chairman. Tlien of course. It doesn't take any 
wise man to deduct that we are not trying to do that 
or get there as fast as we can, which leads me to this 
observation. Admiral, I certainly hope and I knov/ be¬ 
cause I have talked with you privately, that you agree 

y 

with me that the detection of progress upon the super- 
weapon^is of the greatest and utmost Importance to us. 
Because, frankly, if they should get It and we should 
not have It, to say nothing of us having It or not 
havlng^it at the time, it might well mean the difference 

f 

between our existence as a nation and not existing. 


Admiral Hlllenkoe 




That is right. 









CD 



The Chairaan. You are bearing a very, very heavy 
responsibility, 

Ac.-iral Klllenkoetter. I haven't slacked c cv.t. on 
tryln£^ to get any none Information, sir. V.'e have in¬ 
creased as much as ve can and given it high priorities 
and everything else and we are trying to get all we 
can, sir. 

The Chairman. Now, Admiral, that is all that I 
can say to you. Are there any further questions? 

Senator Milllkln. I Just get no comfort out of 
anything that the Admiral has said to us. We have not 
had an organization adequate to know vhat is going on 
m the past and he gives me no assurance that we are 
going to have one In the future. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. There is no way of getting 
an organization like that. We could put 10,000 people 
In Russia, and there Is no assurance that we would have 
all of the Information that we have, that you would be 
certain of It. I couldn't take the responsibility of 
saying that you can give us 100,000 and say that we 
would definitely know what they were going to do and 
when they were going to produce a bomb. This thing 
doesn't work that way. 
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suggest t'net ::;eybe one good man, a qualified observer, 
might be vorth 10,000 or 100,000 that you are talking 
about. 

Admiral Hillenkoetter. I think that that is right. 
Senator hillikln. 
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Admiral Hillenkoetter. 


Representative Holifield, Mr, Chairman, I think 
that it might be well to cell the attention of the 
Committee to the fact that your organization has only 
been in existence about two and a half years, and that 
you had to start from the ground floor in building up a 
foreign service, and it was testified at the time that 
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11 seems 


to me like vhlle I realize that ve haven't hfd perfect 
predlption of future events, 


Admiral Hlllenk.oetter, We are not trying to excuse 
ourselves, but being only in existence for two years 


Representative Kolifleld. You Can't order a piece 
of intelligence out of Russia like you order groceries 
In the morning. 

Admiral Klllenkoetter. It is a little difficult 
end It Is ouch more difficult getting Intelligence out 
from there than they get from here. 

Representative Kolifleld. 


Admiral Hill 



sir. 



f 
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Admiral Hll.lenkoetter. 


Representative Hcllfleld. Tliere is no such thing 
as a wide dIverslficstlon of information in the Soviet 
Union. There are only a few newspapers and they print 
Just what they want them to^ know, and the freedom flow 
of information is nothing like it is here. You are up 
against a terrific Job and I am not trying to excuse 
it but I am trying to reason the thing out. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Ve are not asking for ex¬ 
cuses, we are trying to do the very best we can, and 
we say it is not that we haven't been in existence' 
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Senator Knowland. Might I ask a question Just to 
follow up whet Senator Mllllkln had asked hei^, and 
that Is I certainly recognize all of the problems that 
you have facing you, but I would like to pursue this one 
point and that is, is there anything from the point of 
view of the Congress that the Congress can do in the. 


way of funds or authorl 


it 


not now have 
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of placing the 
agents and correlating the information? I merely 
want to be certain that from the Congressional point 
of view there is nothing that you need. 

I have supT'orted the Central Intelligence Act w-hen 
it was before the Congress and I have suo-norted the 
epprorriatlons for it, but I would like to know if there 
is anything that.you need f,rom the Congress which you 
haven't received. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. Not a thing, sir. 

The Chairman, Except to keep our mouths shut? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter, It Is not as easy as that, 
and if we knew any way that Congress could help us to 
get absolute information, we would be up here and would 
have been up here a long time ago asking for it. 

Representative Durham. Of course in 19^3 we were 
allies of Russia, and at that time was there any ex¬ 
change at all of military information betw’een the ser¬ 
vices of our country end the services of Russia? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter, Well, the CIA didn't 
exist in 19 ^ 3 , and whether there was any exchange of 
information I don't know. 

Representative Durham. Difln't they get it by ef- 



that you need 



ler 


emitlve order? 
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military things, '^h-ether there vas ^ny Interchange be- 
tween^F.ussla or not I don't know. I was In the Pacific 
and I don't nno*’.' whether there w’as a.ny interchange at 
ail. 

Representative Durham. I would assume that the 
records had been gone over ns far as information is 
concerned, and you could_ base some opinions on it in 
the development of this atomic bomb back In those days. 

Admiral hlllenkoetter. Well, there was a Russian 
mission over here and there was a Russian mission in 
Alaska, and certainly the Canadian spy case was right 
from there, and Dr. Kay was In and out of the United 
States, so unquestionably they got some information 
there, sir. 


Senator Mllllkln. When did we start our atomic 
energy work in this country? 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter. I don't know that, sir. 
The Chairman. It was In 1942 . 

Senator Mllllkin, It was prior to that time. 
Senator Klckenlooper. The Manhattan District was 


set up and G-eneral Groves took charge in September of 
1942 , end Oppenhelmer.^^t^ In Los Alamos in about' 


August. 


ai 


rep 
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SK-RET 12 ,-- 

Senator Milllkln. Subsequent to tlnst tine until'” 
ve becane anpry v’l t:; each other there v.'as a lot of 

exchange betv;een our scientists and the Soviet's? 

/ 

Ad.ulral Klllenkoetter. Yes, sir. 

Senator Kllllkln. And our scientists had no notice 
of the developments In Russia which you nov,' say were 
ahead of the time tliat we estl.mated? 

Admiral Klllenkoetter, I don't hnov; as they would 
know they were going to work on the bomb, sir. 

Senator Milllkln. I didn't get your answer. 

Admiral Klllenkoetter. They had no notice that 
they w'ere working on a bomb. They were working on the 
Idea of atomic energy. 

Senator Milllkln. We knew that, but we had no 
information that they were act’ually working and approach¬ 
ing the point where they would have an explosion. 

Admiral Klllenkoetter. No, sir. 

Senator Milllkln. Can we conclude this, that 
Russia has set up such a security system that we are 
badly handicapped In trying' to find out what she Is 
doing. Is that right? 

Admiral Klllenkoetter. That Is right, unquestion¬ 


ably. sir. 
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they would be badly handicapped If ve had security In 
this country! 


Admiral Klllenkoetter. Very definitely, yes, sir. 

Representative Jeclison. Tills bill and the legis¬ 
lation that ve passed allowing a certain number of 
aliens, that has been quite a bit of help? 

Admiral Klllenkoetter. Yes. 

Representative Jackson. Tlie quota allotted there 
Is adequate? 

Admiral Klllenkoetter. Yes, more than adequate. 

Representative Jackson. You do not need any 
amendment to that? 

Admiral Klllenkoetter. That Is right. 

The Chairman. Admiral, of course we apprediate 
the top secret character of your testimony here today 
and you need not be concerned about It. I think- that 
without any fear at all I can underwrite this committee 
and you know that there has never been any leak of 
Information that has come out of here and I am sure 
that there won't be. We realize that in order to get 
this kind of information which we must have that It Is 
imperative that security be Just maintained rat-proof, 
and It will be. I feel certain of that. 


Now, we have oh e pyerj-aifet^e r. gentlemen, that it 






Is Imperative that ve take 
AduJlral. 


^ -J 

up, out it Is not with you, 


{’'^••^reupcn Admiral Hlllen 
excused from the room.) 


koet^er and his party wo 


CONSTHUCTION ?J DE?. OX 

measures 


appropriation 


The Chairman. Nov, gentlemen, you recollect that 
ve have discussed on three or four occasions this busi¬ 
ness of the construction rider. Ve discussed It the 
other day, and I suggested that the two foregoing pro¬ 
visos, the restrictive provisos should have no appli¬ 
cation with respect to technical production facilities 
which includes immediate construction or whose Immedia¬ 
te continuation of construction the Commission certi¬ 
fies to the Director of the Bureau of the Budget to be 
necessary to the national defense and security. 

I brought it up and Senator Hickenlooper suggested 
that the Director of the Bureau of the Budget should 

agree with the certification and then the work should 
go forward. 

Now, the Commission has made representations of a 
serloue nature to me about the delay that will be caused 
by these provisions, andpc^^U „y responsibility 
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